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by the Senate and the nobles of the city, with their
banners spread. Eor a mile before the gates the way
was lined by the military and the schools. At the gates
all the crosses and the standards of the city, as was
usual on the entrance of the Exarchs the representa-
tives of the Emperor, went out to meet the Patrician.
As soon a* he beheld the cross, Charles dismounted
from his horse, proceeded on foot with all his officers
and nobles to the Vatican, where the Pope and the
clergy, on the steps of St. Peter's, stood ready to receive
him; as he slowly ascended he reverently kissed the
steps ; at the top he was affectionately embraced by the
Pope. Charles attended with profound devotion during
all the ceremonies of the Holy Season; at the close he
ratified the donation of his father Pepin. The diploma
which contained the solemn gift was placed upon the
altar of St. Peter. Yet there is much obscurity as to
the extent and the tenure of this most magnificent
oblation ever made to the Church. The original record
has long perished; its terms are but vaguely known.
It is said to have comprehended the whole of Italy, the
exarchate of Ravenna, from Istria to the frontiers of
Naples, including the island of Corsica. The nature of
the Papal tenure and authority is still more difficult to
define. Was it the absolute alienation of the whole
temporal power to the Pope? In what consisted the
sovereignty still claimed and exercised by Charlemagne
over the whole of Italy, even over Borne itself?

Charlemagne made this donation as lord by conquest
over the Lombard kingdom, and the territory Donation of
of the Exarchate. For Pavia at length fell, CbarJema^e-
and Desiderius took refuge in the usual asylum of de-
throned kings, a monastery. His son, Adelchis, aban-
doned Verona, and fled to Constantinople. Thus expired